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��� � Holiday Festival  
 Saturday, December 8th, 9am – 3:00 p.m. Youth sponsored event with 
games & prizes, pictures with Santa, and arts and crafts booths. 
��� � United Methodist Women Bake Sale 
 Sunday, December 9th: Stock up on goodies for the holiday season.  There 
will be breads, candy, pies and specialty items. 
��� � Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata 
 Sunday, December 9th, during both worship services. Don’t miss this special 
presentation by the musical groups at MUMC. 
��� � Chili Feed and Christmas Caroling 
 Wednesday, December 12:  Bring your favorite chili.  We will eat at 6 p.m. 
and then go caroling from 7 – 8:30 p.m.   
��� � Sunday School Christmas Program 
 Sunday, December 16th during Worship Services at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. 
��� � Christmas Eve Worship  
 Monday, December 24th: 5:30 p.m. – join us for a family-friendly celebration of Christ’s birth. At the 9 
and 11:00 p.m. worship services, we will celebrate with Holy Communion. 
 

 
 

 

Don’t Miss the Holiday Festival 
 The Youth Group is sponsoring a Holiday Festival on Saturday, 
December 8th from 9 am until 3 pm.  Please join us for holiday crafts, 
music, food 
and pictures 
with everyone’s 
favorite – 
Santa Claus. 
 Addition
-ally, we are 
offering day 
care starting at 
10 am so that 
parents can 
enjoy some 
“private” holiday shopping time. 
 All of the proceeds will help fund the various youth programs, 
including the annual mission trip. If you would like to participate as a 
vendor, or if you have additional questions, please contact Neil Angst. 
 

 

UMW Bake Sale 
Mark the date 

December 9 th on your calendar 
for the United Methodist 
Women Annual Holiday Bake 
Sale!  This will be a wonderful 
opportunity to stock up on 
special goodies for the 
holidays. 

We need baked goods, 
especially pies, breads, candy, 
and specialty items. Bring your 
goodies to the church on 
Saturday, December 8 from 10 
a.m. to Noon, or on Sunday 
before 10 a.m. 

Be sure to mark items 
For UMW Bake Sale.   
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Tom’s Thoughts 
Let’s go multiple directions today! 

Finances! 
One of the dilemmas of a leader is to know 

when to praise and when to challenge.  As we enter 
our finance campaign for 2008, I am wanting to do 
both.  It’s like when your child who has struggled 
with grades comes home with a B+.  You want to 
them to feel good….a B+ is so good compared to 
what it could be.  But, yet, an A is so close.   

We are in a 
similar position 
financially at 
Marysville 
United 
Methodist 
Church.  After 
several years of 
severe financial 
challenges we 
are almost 
there.  Our 
mortgage is paid 
off!  Our bills are 

current except for our apportionments (our 
denominational overhead and mission giving).  
However, we are far ahead of our pace of last year 
when we met all obligations.  As of today 50% of 
our apportionments are paid.  A definite B+. 

But….we are so close to being able to not just 
do what we have committed to doing, but be able to 
ask the wonderful questions of what are we being 
called to be and do next.   

So, thank you for your wonderful support of our 
ministries at MUMC.   I am proud of our 
accomplishments and enthused by our spirit.   

Also, thank you for committing for our future 
together.   
Kenya Mission Trip 

I will be leading another mission trip to Kenya 
leaving about July 29 and returning about August 
13.  The purpose of the trip will again be to be 
introduced to Kenya Methodist University, the 
Methodist Church of Kenya, and our faith’s work in 
the third world.  I will have precise dates in the next 
week or so along with a price.  If you are interested, 
please talk with me.   
Merry Christmas! 

Despite my theological grumblings that Easter, 
the central Christian Holy-day, has overshadowed 
Christmas because of its commercial value in our 
consumerist society, it still ranks as the best 
number two around.   

Carol and I wish you a wonderful season and 
may it be a time of sharing of love and peace with 
your families, one another and in our world.   

We particularly need to pray for peace this year.  
I have seen our country fractured by two wars in my 
lifetime.  However, whatever stress that division 
brings to us is minimal in contrast to the 
devastation of warfare on the countries impacted by 
bombs and bullets and the soldiers of all nations 
who fight.    

The Prince of Peace came to lead us to a new 
way of life under God’s love….will we hear the 
message this time? 
 

Peace, 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Deaconess Children’s Services 
Offering December 16 
 Deaconess Children’s Services is 
Snohomish County’s premier social service agency 
dealing with children and families in the most 
difficult of challenges, including domestic violence.  
It is an outreach that has been related to the United 
Methodist Church over its century of work in 
Snohomish County. 
 On Sunday December 16 we will receive, as 
we do each year, an offering to support this ministry 
in our midst.  Please be generous. 
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United Methodist Women 
The United Methodist Women will meet on 

Wednesday, December 5 th at 10:00a.m. in the 
Green Room.  (The executive Committee meets at 
9:30a.m.)  Our Christmas program is, “O Come, Let 
Us Adore Him” and will be a musical presentation 
of Christmas music and scripture.  All women of the 
church are invited to come and pause for a short 
time during this busy holiday season and enjoy a 
time of singing and worship.  A luncheon prepared 
by the women of our unit will follow the program.  
Our special guests will be the women from the 
Stanwood United Methodist Women unit. 

Please call Alyce Matson (360-653-1663) if 
you have any questions about our program. 
 
 
 

 
Bloomers Circle 
 Bloomers Circle will meet at 2:30 p.m. on 
Monday, December 10 th at the Marysville Care 
Center.  We will be singing Christmas carols with 
the residents. 
 Bloomers are a group of women of all ages 
who gather to celebrate, share, and support one 
another. Their goal is to add joy and happiness to 
those around them, especially to the residents at 
Marysville Care center, by doing something for 
them on a monthly basis. Please call Marlene 
Oliver at 360-653-1542 if you would like more 
information. 
 
 
 

Sunday Brunch Group 
 Come and join us Sunday, December 9 th 
right after second service.  Everyone is invited and 

it is a great time for us to get to 
know one another. 
 We will be going for 
Brunch at Best Café (formerly 
JP’s) at 1060 State Ave. in 
Marysville.  (next to Gold’s 
Gym.  

Please let Joan Ricketts 
know if you would like to join us. 
Call Joan at 360-386-8226 or at 
the church office 360-659-8521.  
Try to car pool! 

 
 

Someone took Jesus 
A couple of days after Christmas, the 

Nativity scene was still up in the chancel of a San 
Francisco 
church. Walking 
by it, the pastor 
noticed that the 
baby Jesus was 
missing from the 
manger. 

Shortly 
afterward, as the 
pastor walked outside the church, he saw a small 
boy pulling a new wagon. In the wagon bed was a 
doll that looked very much like the missing baby 
Jesus. 

The pastor greeted the boy and asked him 
about the doll. 

“I got it in the church,” the boy replied.  
“Why did you take it from the church?” 
“Well,” the boy answered. “I prayed for a 

new wagon and told the Lord Jesus that if I got one, 
I would give him a ride. I got the wagon, took him 
for a ride and now I’m bringing him back to the 
church.” 
 
 
 

Sunday Van Driver Ministry 
 We will 
soon be making 
schedules for the 
New Year. If you 
are interested in 
driving and/or 
hosting the church 
van on Sundays 
(second service at 
this time), please call the church office 360-659-
8521) or Linda Huntley (360-657-5631). 
 
 
 

Join us at the 2008 Women’s 
Retreat! 
 Please join us Jan. 18-20, 2008 at the Firs 
in Bellingham for the annual Women’s Retreat.  Our 
main speaker will be Linda Pries, founder of the 
Avalon Wellness Center here in Marysville.  Linda 
has worked in teaching and counseling for many 
years, making it her sacred mission to guide people 
into the true joy of life.  She has lead many retreats 
and we are looking forward exploring “Sacred 
Healing and Forgiveness” with her.  There will be 
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opportunities to learn and grow in our faith, share 
and bond with each other as well as lots of time to 
sing, eat, relax and laugh together.  Sign up today 
on the bulletin board by the Friendship Booth.  The 
entire cost for the week end will be $125 (includes 
lodging, meals, speaker, etc.) which will be due by 
December 30th this year.  You can pay the full 
amount now or a $25 deposit, payable to MUMC 
with “Women’s Retreat” written on the memo line.  
Scholarships are available – please talk to Paula 
Bemis about them or any other questions you have.   
 
 
 

Sisters Bible Study Continues…  
 Any women who are interested in joining a 
daytime Bible study group, PLEASE come on 
Tuesdays and join the fun. 
 We meet at 9 a.m. and begin with coffee 
and conversation and then move at 9:30 into the 
video presentation by the author of the study.  After 
the video we have questions.  We discuss and 
finish with prayer at 11 a.m.   
 Ask any of the participants about the lively 
discussions we have had this fall and the laughter 
(and tears) when sharing our thoughts with each 
other. If you have any questions, call the church 
office and talk to Vickie Evensen. 
 
 
 

A Mission Opportunity 
 A group of women will be traveling to 
UMCOR”s Sager-Brown in Baldwin, LA.  The dates 
are April 13 – 19, 2008.  It is a wonderful chance to 
be involved in disaster relief ministry. 
 We will enjoy fellowship with people from all 
over the country.  If you are interested in joining us, 
please contact Kerry Fairchild (360-653-9827) or 
Meg Rounds (360-659-2957). 
 
 
 

Preschool News 
 As you can imagine, we are as busy as ever 
keeping up with our little charges!  The season of 
Advent is full of excitement and wonder….and the 
children are wide-eyed and ready to learn every 
day they come through our doors!!  It is such a 
privilege to serve God by ministering to these 
precious preschoolers.  Our Preschool Staff is 
working hard to prepare a special season of 
learning for the students, by sharing the story that 

is the miracle of Christ’s birth and all that surrounds 
that joyous event! 
 Along with preparing for and teaching our 
students about Advent, the school is partnering with 
KidsDream, a Snohomish County charity that 
provides clothing (new and used) to Foster kids in 
Snohomish County.  Be on the lookout for a big 
“house” in the hallway, into which anyone may 
donate gently used clothing and other items (look 
for the list of needed items near or on the house 
itself). These donated items will go directly to 
children in our community who really need them. 
 The halls of the Preschool certainly do ring 
merrily with the sounds of the holiday season!  May 
you all find time during this busy season to enjoy 
your families, experience the Peace that God’s love 
brings, and celebrate Jesus’ birth with the same 
joy, wonder and awe of a child’s heart!! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Melody De Lappe 
Preschool Director  
 

 
 
 

Thanks!  from the Preschool 
The Preschool Staff wishes to express a 

HUGE THANK YOU to the families who have 
sponsored a child in Preschool this year!  All five 
children who needed scholarships (in order to be 
able to attend Preschool at all) have received the 
good news that they have been sponsored.  Our 
deepest thanks for reaching out to the little ones in 
our community and helping to make their lives and 
their futures brighter ones!!  God Bless you! 
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From the Music Director 
THE WINTER ROSE, a beautiful cantata by 

contemporary composer Joseph Martin, will be 
presented by 
the Chancel 
Choir and 
soloists on 
December 9th 
at both 
services. 
From earliest 
Christian 
times, the 
rose has been 
a symbol of 
divine love. 
Jesus, is often 

called the Rose of Sharon. The rose appears as a 
symbol of Christ in paintings, in rose windows of 
the cathedrals in Europe, and in ancient manuscript 
illuminations, and in Christmas carols.  Composer 
Martin has blended familiar folktunes and carols 
including “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” together 
with narration and original music. Soloists are Brad 
Davidson, Judy Reeder, Steve Smith, Terri Morse, 
Joan Ricketts, Gail Petkus, Janet Raynor. Jennifer 
Keep will grace us with her dancing to the spirited 
song “Dance Into the Light.” Narrators are Donna 
Wallace and Pastor Tom. Come and be blessed as 
you prepare your hearts to bloom and be open to 
receive the miracle of Christmas once again. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR would love to 
welcome more singers! Any child in first through 
eighth grade is invited. Rehearsals are Tuesdays 
5:45 – 6:30 in the Green Room. Our next time to 
sing will be December 16th as part of the Sunday 
School Christmas program. 

JOYE BELLS will play Thanksgiving Sunday 
and again on December 3rd and 23rd. A beautiful 
handbell duet of “O Holy Night” will be performed 
by Melanie Saxton and Brigette Kelley at the 9:00 
p.m. service on Christmas Eve. 

CHILI FEED AND CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
PARTY will be held DECEMBER 12TH. Come at 
6:00 for a hearty bowl of chili followed by caroling to 
shut-ins at 7:00. Sign up sheet is in the narthex.  

We thank you for your prayers for 
continuing growth of all our music groups at 
MUMC. 

Let the beautiful music of the season keep 
reminding you of the reason we celebrate! 
 
Blessings, 
Judy Sjerven, Music Director 
 

Giving Tree 
 This year’s Giving Tree will once again 
benefit Deaconess Children’s Services. We will be 
sponsoring 4 families, a total of twelve individuals. 
The tags are color-coded by family; white tags are 
generic items to be evenly 
distributed between them. To 
participate simply pick a tag 
from the tree, purchase the 
item, and place it under the 
tree by Sunday, Dec. 2 nd.  To 
make things run smoothly for 
Deaconess, they request that 
each gift be place unwrapped  
in a gift bag with tissue and a 
gift tag. If the gift won’t fit in a 
bag, please box it and provide 
wrapping paper and tag. 
Grocery certificates should specify “No alcohol, 
tobacco, or cash refunds” and be placed in a 
labeled envelope. To all gifts please also attach the 
color-coded tree tag for ease in sorting. Questions? 
Call Rosanne Sterling at 425-335-3367 
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Sunday School News 
Get ready for 

the Children’s 
Christmas Program!  
The Sunday School 
students will be 
performing the 
Christmas story as 
told from the stars’ 
point of view during 
both services on 
December 16 th. 
Kelley McClain is 
writing and directing 
the program, with 
assistance in Music 
from Judy Reeder and 
Judy Sjerven.  It would 
be very helpful if students can be at Sunday school 
as often as possible between now and the 16th to 
practice our songs!   



 6 

Keeping Up With Missions 
The Mission Committee here at Marysville 

UMC is busy with plans for fall.  Here are several 
ways you can become involved. 

·  Labors of Love Sunday:  December 2nd  
    All funds raised will be used to support the 
    Cocoon House Ministry. 
·  Kenya Methodist University 

We have SPOTS!!  Spots, spots and more 
spots. Jennifer the Giraffe is filling up with 
spots – we are a quarter of the way there! 
Donations can be made in the offering, in 
Jennifer’s love box, or directly to a mission 
team member.  Our mission is to raise 
$1,500 towards a seminary scholarship at 
KMU.  Thank you! And come get your “spot” 
reserved today! 

Aunt Emma’s Attic:  Have you received a gift 
that’s not quite suited for you, bought a gift, 
then changed your mind? Re-gifting is the 
answer for you and Aunt Emma’s Attic is the 
place on Sunday mornings.  Bring your gifts 
and your $$ too and Aunt Emma will 
exchange for you.  All donations go to local 
missions. 

For more information about any of these 
projects, please contact Karen Guthrie 360-
651-5688. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
 Habitat for Humanity provides low income 
families with the means to own their own home. 
There are two upcoming opportunities to serve. 

(1) Construction 
Beginning in Dec. or Jan. construction will begin 
on four 2-story homes in Everett and will 
continue through late 2009.  Both skilled and 
unskilled workers are needed.  Some on-the-job 
training will be provided.  Work days are Wed. 
and Sat. from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  I will 
organize work parties every 2 or 3 months or 
you can go on your own. You may work just 
one day or as many times as you wish. Look for 
the blue sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in 

the narthex or call Rosanne Sterling at 425--
335-3367. 
2) Gift Wrapping 
If you like wrapping Christmas gifts, grab a 
friend and help Habitat raise funds. Volunteers 
are needed at Alderwood Mall Nov. 23 – Dec. 
24 in two, three, or four-hour shifts. You can 
sign up on their website, 
www.habitatsnohomish.org, or by calling 
Habitat at 425-258-6289. 
 

 

 
 

The Heartfelt Christmas Tree 
 

There is a special Christmas tree 
That lives within the heart. 
It isn’t pine, and can’t be bought 
At any store or mart. 
 
Each branch holds some fond memory 
Of joyful Christmas cheer, 
Reminding us of those we love 
And always will hold dear. 
 
The gifts beneath this Christmas tree 
Are stacked up very high 
With kindly deeds of thoughtfulness 
That one could never buy. 
 
The Heartfelt Christmas tree expands 
Through every passing year 
With lovely gifts and blessings 
Having come from far and near. 
 
Atop this tree a star shines bright, 
While angels sing God’s praise; 
Rejoice! The Christ-child’s Love is shared, 
And blesses ALL our days. 
    ¾ Peggy Ferrell 
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�   Bible Quiz  ��
 

 
 

  Two of the four New Testament Gospels tell in 
some detail about Jesus’ birth. The other two do 
not. Choose which two Gospels give the Christmas 
account. 
 
   A.  Matthew and Mark 
   B.  Matthew and Luke 
   C.  Mark and John 
   D.  Luke and John 
  
 
 
 

     Answer: B 

Decorating the church for 
Christmas 
 Many churches invite their members to help 
prepare the church for Advent and Christmas. 
Some call the event the “Hanging of the Greens.” 
Pine or fir branches, holly, pine cones, candles, 
colorful cloths or ribbons and an Advent wreath are 
used for decorations. A tree with Chrismons 
hanging on it is often placed somewhere in the 
sanctuary. Some churches add a new decoration to 
the sanctuary each week during the season. 
 The custom of displaying a Nativity scene in 
the chancel dates from the early 1600’s. The 
tradition started in Germany. 
 It is thought that the first live Nativity scene 
– in which live animals and people representing 
shepherds and wise men gathered at an outdoor 
manger – began with St. Francis of Assisi around 
the year 1220. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Prayer Requests 
  Healing  Leonard Nielsen, Charlotte Driediger, Miles Kishpaugh, Betty Engebretson, Robert 

Kimbrough, Renee Joki, Katherine Mulvaney, Hilda Davidson, Joanne Thorleifson, Bob 
Hiatt, Tamara Moats, Mike Freeman Family, Charleen Townsend, Ed Roth, Jack Skaggs, 
Meggi Ward, Nancy Conroy,  

 

  Grieving  Dorothy Hayter & family, in the loss of her sister, Lillian Noble 
 

  World Prayers  For families going through times of crisis 
   For our troops in Iraq and around the world and for our nation’s leadership 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Sermons Available on Line or as Podcasts at http:// sermon.net/c/marysvilleumc/   
You may listen to or download any of the sermons from August 16 at the above website.  To subscribe to a RSS feed or 
Podcast, click the “ipod” icon at the bottom of the screen. 
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Marysville United Methodist Church  
5600 64th St. NE  

Marysville, WA 98270  
             Phone: 360-659-8521 
             Preschool  360-658-0111 
             Fax: 360-658-9728 
             E-mail:  Msvlumc@aol.com 

 

Visit us on the web at 
http://www.marysvilleumc.org 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
___ 

 

����  OUR STAFF ����   
 

 Tom Albright ......................................... Senior Pastor 
 

 Neil Angst ............................................ Youth Director 
 Paula Bemis ..............................Christian Ed Director 
 Jane Campbell .................................................Pianist 
 Melody DeLappe.......................... Preschool Director 
 Vickie Evensen.............................Assistant to Pastor 
 Stephanie Nelson & Susan Thomas .......................... 
...................................................Nursery Coordinators 
 Randee Ply....................................Secretary & Editor 
 Joan Ricketts...............................................Treasurer 
 Judy Sjerven........................................ Music Director 
 Keri Vandelac ............................................. Custodian 
 

 

Sunday Mornings: 
Contemporary Worship at 9:00 am 
Traditional Worship at 10:45 am 
Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 am 
Sun. School thru 6th grade at 10:45 am 

 

����   ����   ����  
 

Office hours : Monday – Friday 
9:00 am to Noon & 1 to 4:00 pm 

November 2007 
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