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VIDEO: http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/7379/god-pie  
 
During seminary, an extended family member visited the church I was working and after worship 
we talked a bit about what we thought of the sermon. I heard, “I hate when the church talks 
about money.” 
 
Last month I watched “Last Week Tonight with John Oliver” and he did a segment about pastors 
who take advantage of their members. They bought private jets and promised they’d be healed 
if they just gave $25. Yes, if that had been my experience with churches and money, I wouldn’t 
go anywhere near a church.  
 
So what do you think when a church starts to talk about money? Do you feel uncomfortable or 
awkward, feeling our finances are between us and God?  
 
I used to feel like this. I would shut down anytime someone started about money. But then I 
came across an idea I want to share with you today: I have the ability to arrange my life so God 
can spend me. 
 
Stewardship became far more than filling out a card so the church could plan for their year 
ahead. Stewardship became a vision for my whole life.  
 
So here’s what we’ll be working on for the next several weeks.  

o How we arrange the pie matters 
o Next Sunday, we’ll talk about the basics of giving in life and in the church. What’s 

a tithe and what does God encourage us to give? It’s not easy but it can be life 
changing. 

o We’ll pause our series to remember the Marysville-Pilchuck HS shooting on 
October 25. Scott Stokes will share a reflection and I’ll offer a message of hope 
in the midst of these situations. 

o On November 1, we’ll celebrate All Saints Day, where we remember those 
who’ve passed away in the last year. We’ll talk about how we see our lives either 
through a lens of scarcity or abundance. This affects how we perceive our time, 
our resources and our vision for our lives. Jesus had a lot to say about this. 

o On November 8, we’ll celebrate God’s truth that what we have is enough.  

 
We read Deuteronomy 6:4-12 a few minutes ago.  
 
What does God want us to do? Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your being, and 
all your strength. Tell our children. Talk about it when we’re sitting, out and about, lying down, 
getting up. Tie it on our hands, write it on our foreheads, door frames and city gates. 
 
God commands us to talk, breathe, share and live these things everywhere. Not just in one area 
of our lives. 
 

http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/7379/god-pie


I used to be a youth pastor and I remember learning an important truth about guys and girls. 

Guys are like waffles and girls are like spaghetti. Most guys can compartmentalize their life. A 

section for hobbies, a section for food, a section for relationships, even a section for nothing! 
(How do they do that?!) Most girls brains’ are like spaghetti - one thought connects to this and 
this and this and we know how we got there! But others may not see it. 
 
God doesn’t want us to compartmentalize our spiritual life. It’s all spiritual! Our hobbies, the food 
we choose to eat, where we work, how we treat our family, where we spend our money, what 
we do on the internet. It’s all holy.  

 
Think about the pie video. If every area of our lives is holy - then it matters how we arrange our 
lives. God can either spend us or something else will. 
 
We have the ability to arrange our lives so God can spend us. 
 
We’re all stewarding something. You’re arranging your life in such a way that you’re doing your 
A+ things. You’re arranging your family life in such a way that you’re creating a home you want 
to be a part of. You’re stewarding your employment - what’s a priority and what can be let go of? 
We’re all stewarding creation as God commanded.  
 
How we arrange the pie matters in our personal lives AND our faith community  
 
One of my daily prayers: “God, show me how to steward this church so you can spend us.” 
 
How can we best arrange our staff, our time, the gifts of our laity, our property, our dreams, our 
fears so you can use us to welcome the Kingdom of God in our midst? 
 
Lift up our finance team - apportionments paid on time - never been done - we can trust this 
group - they’re being great stewards of the gifts we give  
 
Here’s the deal, church. I’m going to be incredibly honest with you about this month of 
stewardship. Yes, the main goal of a stewardship campaign is to invite people committed to the 
organization or community to choose an amount of money they’ll give either weekly, monthly or 
annually in the upcoming year. This enables our leadership to plan accordingly. To be 
responsible, to live within our means. This honors God.  
 
So yes, I want to do everything I can to encourage you to fill out a pledge card and make some 
incredible gifts to this church so that we can do amazing things in the next year for the kingdom 
of God. I can’t sleep at night when I start thinking about what’s possible through this church. So 
yes, I want to overfund our budget and resource the dreams that are coming to life. 
 
But if all the numbers roll in in November and we didn’t achieve that goal, it’s okay. Because 
here’s my even higher goal: that we each continue to become more faithful disciples of Jesus 
Christ. That we continue to take hold of this life we have and steward it in the best way possible. 
That we keep digging deep and becoming aware of new areas where God’s light hasn’t yet 
shone. Because as much as our resources can bring about the kingdom of God in our 
community and world, it’s more important that God’s kingdom become a reality inside 
each of us first.  
 



This month is about becoming stewards of possibility. How might God work in and through us 
this next year? Let’s watch this video:  
 
VIDEO: https://vimeo.com/140876857  
 
We have the ability to arrange our lives so God can spend us. What could God do with 200 
people who put their passion, energy and resources behind the same thing? I hope we’re about 
to find out. Our life together continues. Amen.  
 

https://vimeo.com/140876857

