
Malachi 3:8- 10 
8Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me! But you say, “How are we robbing 

you?” In your tithes and offerings! 9You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing 
me—the whole nation of you! 10Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there 

may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts; see 
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an 
overflowing blessing. 
 

Just about every time that I am short on money, I will look in my checkbook 
and realise that I am behind on my tithe.   
 

It makes sense, right, if you’re short on money you’ll get behind on your 
tithe.  
But the funny thing is that it really seems to work the other way 
around.  because 

every time we write the check to get caught up on our tithe then God meets 
our needs.  
 

This past June after spending the month in the hospital with my son, on our 
first week back at church my husband, Tom wrote the tithe check to get 
caught back up and, I kid you not,  the very next day a check for $200 
shows up in the mail!  We were worried about paying the hospital bills and 
so we applied for financial aid to cover the Ped. ICU costs and it is also 
covering all of his checkups retroactively for the entire calendar year! 
 

We paid our tithe and God paid the bill. 
  
“Put me to the test, says the Lord!”  God, you passed the test!  (slide 2) 
 

We always seem to think that when we have enough money  
then we can give… but this verse from the prophet Malachi, and my 
personal experience of tithing has been the exact opposite:    
First I give God God’s tithe and then God provides 

I don’t know about you but I was not taught that growing up.   
 

My earliest memory of talking about giving was when I was like  5 years old 
and one of those “save the children” telethons was on TV.  I saw all those 
pictures of poor starving African children and I turned to my Dad and said, 
in true 5 year old fashion -- Daddy you should give them something! 
And my Dad says to me,  I already help kids, I work as a teacher.   
 



The message was, if you already work in a helping profession you don’t 
need to give any more. 
  
How many of you got a similar message growing up?  (raise hand) 
 

The next thing that I remember being taught about giving was going to 
church with my Grandmother.  My parents didn’t go to church, so I only 
went sometimes with Grandma.  When the offering started Grandma would 
open her wallet and give each of us grandkids a dollar to put in the offering 
plate.   
The first time she gave me a dollar in church, I had no idea what it was for 
so I folded it up and put it in my pocket!  When Grandma passed me the 
plate she asked me where it was and told me to get it out and put it in! 
 

How many of you had a similar experience growing up?  (raise hand) 
 

It wasn’t until I was in highschool that somebody actually talked to me 
about giving to God or church.  My Great Aunt Alice told me this:  “At least 
give $10 a week.  You can always afford to give $10 a week, even if times 
are hard.”   She explained why it was important to her to give to the church 
with a story.   Her father died during the Great Depression leaving her 
mother with 6 children and no income.  And the church, the same church 
we were still going to, gave our family food baskets every week and helped 
her mother get a job cooking lunch at the new Works Progress 
Administration school. 
 

The message was, the church takes care of you, so you should always give 
something, even a little, to take care of the church. 
 

How many of you got a similar message growing up?  (raise hand) 
 

It wasn’t until I was in college, in an Assemblies of God campus fellowship 
that I heard today’s scripture preached.   
Pastor Michael sat down on his stool in the student union building and just  
laid it out very simply. 
 

Part of being a Jesus follower, not just someone who intellectually 
assents to the idea of God, but a person who allows their belief in God to 
transform their life  (slide) 
Part of being a Jesus follower is our relationship with money.  (slide 6) 
God has asked us to give God 10% of our income and we get to keep 90%  



It wasn’t a threat --  give or you’ll go to hell 
It wasn’t a prosperity gospel message -- give today and God will make you 
rich! 
And it isn’t about people who work in the church asking you to give so that I 
can get paid. 
 

It’s a part of our relationship with God and with money.   
 

And God promises to bless us for just doing this minimum level of giving 

God challenges us to put God to the test! 
 

And in my experience, God responds to tithing! 
 

I’m not rich, but even when we shouldn’t have had enough… when we 
tithed, God provided. 
Tithing has become for me a really lively part of my spiritual life, and not 
just because I have experienced God’s providence, again and again, 
although that is really cool! 
 

The other spiritual benefit of tithing is that it puts money in it’s proper place. 
 

The secular world tries to tell us that money is bottom line.   
Money is what really matters -- it is the thing that all of our choices are 
supposed to come down to. 
Money, or the lack of it,  is what defines our very self-worth in this culture! 
 

 When we tithe it helps us recognize that money is just a tool that we 
can use to serve God, or use to serve the shareholders of Macys (slide7) 

 

We are no longer identified by   
our job 

our house 

our car 
our net worth,  

 

When we put money in it’s place --  
when we recognize that money is not God. 
 

It’s so much easier to see that God is God and we are not made in the 
image of dead presidents.  
Who we are is Beloved Children of God. 



 

This is why I want to recommend to you the Spiritual Practice of Tithing. 
 

When we tithe we are doing something really radical with our money -- we 
are saying that money doesn’t control us, we control money.  Tithing is just 
another way of choosing to serve God with our whole heart, mind, strength 
and soul. 
 

And God only asks for 10% 

Keep 90% or give away some more …  
John Wesley gave away 85% of his income, mostly to the poor, 
because serving God was what made him happy! 

 

God really will bless you for it… Malachi 3:10 says put God to the test  
I dare you: see what happens (slide 8) 

 

If you have questions about how the church is spending the money - it’s OK 
to ask -- you can talk to members of our finance committee: 
Dave Miller  
Sue Root 
Nancy Wolf 
Mike Schaffer 
Joanne  Kushner 
Gail Rauch 

Linda Gribble 

Del Doty 

Jeff Clark 

Kim Clark 

Kass Clark 
 


