
Your Generosity 
at Work in 
Ministry

January 2023-December 2023
Dream with us!

We are a congregation rooted in Christ and reaching out in love!
Meaningful,

Compelling Worship 
Nurture of Faith

Development: Adults 
Care of the

Congregation 
Care of the Community

and Witness for Justice  
Nurture of Faith

Development: Children 

Total resources dedicated to
carry out our mission and

ministry in 2023
$425,004

Tell the
 Story!

 

 

If you have faith the size of a mustard seed ...
nothing will be impossible for you.        
                                                                   Matthew 17:20

 

Do you ever feel like you're just not enough?  Like you're only one
person, and there's only so much you can do?  We all feel like that. 
 We all doubt that what we do makes any difference at all.  But look
at what we actually DO!  The story told on these pages is definitely
not nothing!  In all truth, it is everything.  

YOU can be a part of It.  When you're part of a faith community a
"small" gift Is actually the most powerful gift there is.  Take a look at
the vast  power of small gifts.  

Meaningful,
Compelling Worship 

24%

Care of the
Community and

Witness for Justice
20%

Care of the
Congregation

24%

Nurture of Faith
Development in

Adults 
16%

Nurture of Faith
Development in

Children 
16%

The story is alive in
word, song, prayer and
fellowship.  We offer a  

relevant, thoughtful,
and hopeful message,

meaningful community
prayer and rituals, and
inspiring music from

multiple genres.

Children are gifts God has
entrusted to us.  It's an

honor to teach them
God's story and watch as
they discover God's story

in their lives.  Our Kid's
Club meets twice a week,

our confirmation class,
and our youth group all

provide a loving place to
belong.

Our small groups change
our lives.  Sharing God's

story in a group where we
are welcome and known
lifts our eyes and hearts

to a message that
grounds us.  Every week,
we have over 100 people

meeting together to
intentionally grow in their

faith.

This is the place people
turn to when life becomes

painful, confusing, or
overwhelming.  Our

pastors make home and
hospital visits, meet for

conversation, and connect
the community in prayer. 
 We tell the story not just
in words, but with actions.

We tell the story of
God's powerful love with
jeans and t-shirts, with
cans of beans and mac

and cheese, with
blankets and quilts, with
transitional housing for

those who are homeless.  
Who knows how far the

story is told?

How we
tell the
story:

Partner with the food bank to buy, rent, or sponsor a
food truck, taking food to neighborhoods and being
a place where people connect.
Repair or replace our church van, which can be
shared or loaned to agencies or families who need
help transporting loved ones.
Sponsor a church summer internship for one of our
10 new confirmands!  
Build our Miracle House ministry into a Miracle
Village of tiny homes!
Design an outdoor worship and community
gathering space.
Build pickle ball courts or a labyrinth for community
use.

We've started dreaming about new and exciting ways
we could tell God's story and make a difference in our
community.  

Any of these ideas is possible with the gifts we all make
to our church.  What ideas do you have?  What will be
possible because of your gift?



Set up an automatic recurring gift with your bank account, or with your credit/debit card.
Place cash or check in the offering plate during Sunday worship (weekly or monthly).
Give online with your credit/debit card via our website or text message.

How can I be a part of the story?

Why I give...
Our giving changes the world.  It also changes us.  Giving slowly changes our way of life,
helping us realize that everything we have is a gift from God.  Understanding God’s
graciousness helps us understand that we are called to pass on a portion of our resources to
someone else.  Giving helps us use our resources wisely with joy and generosity.

What is a pledge?
A pledge is a commitment to give a specified amount of money to Marysville United
Methodist Church in 2022. Everyone is invited to fill out the enclosed pledge card to turn in
before or on Sunday, October 30.  You can also fill out a pledge card online at
marysvilleumc.org/2023pledge.  

Why are pledges helpful to Marysville United Methodist Church?
Our budget for ministry, staff, facilities, and mission is funded by the generosity of the
people in our faith community.  We do not depend on any other income stream.  Pledge
cards enable us to responsibly plan for 2023.  We want to steward our resources well; your
pledge card helps us accomplish our goal.

 

How much should I pledge?
Take the time to pray and think about it.  We encourage giving a deliberately-chosen
percentage of your gross income.  We are challenged to set a tithe (the Biblical word for 10%
of our income) as a giving goal in our lives.  Start where you can and begin that journey.
Some fully tithe, some give more than a tithe; others take an incremental approach-
increasing their gift by 1%, 2%, or 3% per year to gradually move toward 10%.

I am ready to give

 
What if my financial circumstances change? If you need to change your commitment at any
time, just let us know.  Simply contact Susan Blackburn at finance@marysvilleumc.org.

 

Questions?  Contact Jeff Clark at (360) 618-2551.
Full copies of our 2023 proposed budget are available on request by contacting the church office.

One day last Spring, I was in the church
office on an ordinary weekday. A young
man came in to the building. He was
visiting a friend in the area and had seen
our rainbow flag as he was driving by. He
told me with tears in his eyes that he
didn’t think he’d ever see a religious
community where he would be welcome.
He thanked us.  It was odd to receive
such heartfelt thanks--I felt like we
hadn't done anything.

That brief, surprising connection showed
me the power of our presence. The
presence of our faith community makes
a difference in Marysville and beyond. 

Stewardship at Marysville UMC 2023

Of course, when we stop to think about it, we know what this church means to us. We
know that it is a deep joy that we have a community where we belong. We are deeply
grateful for the support, love, and encouragement of our church friends. We thrive on
messages of God’s love and hope that keep our eyes up and our hearts strong and
tender. We know that, without this faith community, our lives would not be complete. 

Do we realize that the presence of this kind of community is a message of hope for
others? It is. It’s not an overpowering message blaring in our ears, like the relentless
stream of noise we’re used to in our world. It’s a quiet message, but it’s strong, and
when people are ready to hear it, we are there with a welcome invitation.

This is who we are, friends. This is our story. We tell it every day in hundreds of different
ways. We tell it in ways that are unique to each individual. We tell it when we share
meals, text prayers, tie knots, make repairs, offer reflections, join our voices together.
Every little act of faith is telling God’s story, which is the story of belonging. You belong.
You are not alone. You are loved as you are.  You have a place in a community of love so
powerful it can change the world.  

We know we need our church, but our world needs it also.  Everyone is longing to hear a
true story of powerful love.  How will you tell this story?  
                                                                                 Pastor Meredith

Tell the
Story!


