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What’s something you’re learning right now? Share mine and invite others...  

• I’m slowly learning the difference between weeds and strawberry plants in my backyard.  
• I’m learning how to use a bread maker.  
• I’m learning how to set boundaries for a two year old who needs them even when I’m tired and 

he smiles so sweetly and he’s the second child so I just don’t care anymore.  
• That anxiety has given me a false view of much of my world. This lens has not been correct or 

helpful. It takes a lot of work to catch yourself looking through an old lens and to choose a new 
one. 

 
What’s something you’re learning right now? 
 
Today we’ll look at a letter Peter wrote to some churches, talk about how progress works, do some 
art work and talk about what we are becoming.  
 
How does this statement make you feel?  
 
I love who I was. 
I love who I am. 
I love who I’m becoming. 
 
I wrote this in a difficult time in my life and it increased my compassion greatly for myself. I wanted 
this to be true and at the time it wasn’t. I did not love who I’d been. I didn’t love who I was at the time. 
And the picture I painted for myself of where I was going wasn’t that hopeful. But I also realized those 
words were true of me from God’s perspective.  
 
It was another step in understanding I was doing the best I could. And it just didn’t look like how I 
thought it would look. So, for anyone who needs to hear this today, in whatever situation you’re 
struggling with, You’re doing the best you can. Sometimes we just need to hear that truth.  
 
I believe we honor God when we can look at those three statements and know they are true. It 
doesn’t mean we love everything about our past, the choices we’ve made or that we’re in a perfect 
place now or that the future is all roses. It means we know deep down, that we are a work in 
progress. And that God is the author of this progress.  
 
Several lines caught my attention in our text for today:  
 
Nourished by it, you will grow into salvation... 
 
You yourselves are being built... 
 
You are being made into a holy priesthood... 
 
You have become this people... 
 
Peter reminded Jesus followers they were becoming, they were in process, there was a sign posted 
on their homes, “work in progress.” No one had arrived.  
 



Think about your life. Has it been pretty much a line up and to the right? Has it been pretty easy? 
Then you found out you were good at the next thing? And you were just being awesome day after 
day? Is this you? No. You went here, then this detour, this wall, then face down, then got up but hit by 
a car, made a few good turns. Most of us haven’t had very graceful paths in this life.  
 
You may look back on periods in your life and the first thought you have it “what was I thinking?!” If 
most of us were given the choice to go back to a season in our life and be exactly that person, we’d 
probably say no. We have grown, we are grateful for how far we’ve come. We all have moments 
where it feels like we go backwards. And that’s our life. Two steps forward, one step back, but you 
keep going. This is how progress works (Rob Bell).  
 
And yet, we often have this expectation that we should be doing this or that, or it should look like this 
or that. We want linear progress. A line up and to the right.  
 
Draw my life line on the board. 
 

Take a moment and draw the line running through your 
life right now on the piece of paper in your bulletin. You’ll 
be invited to post it on this board during our prayer time 
if you’d like to.  
 
This line is your becoming. It’s the way God is 
saving you. 
 
We are being built into a home for God - this takes time! 
This is not a one hour remodel on HG-TV. You’re a 
valued construction project in the eyes of the One who 
made you and is making you new.  
 

Growing into salvation - we tend to see salvation as one saving moment when we say yes to God for 
the first time. But it actually is a decision we everyday make to receive God’s love that’s been 
available to us the whole time.  
 
John Wesley gave us what we call sanctifying grace. We’re waking up to God’s grace that saves us 
every day. We are becoming. We’re working out our salvation with fear and trembling.  
 
I’m growing a lot lately but I’ve got patterns of bad habits and old ways of thinking and I’m training 
myself in the mornings to pause and remember everything God is teaching me -- or I’m in danger of 
forgetting and going about my old ways. I don’t get to preach one big sermon on Easter about how 
much God is changing my heart and then kick my feet up on the desk and whistle away my days in 
pure bliss. God’s grace saves me anew each day. I wish I could learn the lesson once and be on my 
way. I wish my line was up and to the right.  
 
If you’re feeling stuck somewhere, know that it might be because you’ve stopped growing in your 
connection with God and your heart. You’re floating along, status quo, maybe your line isn’t moving 
anywhere. And maybe God is inviting you into a season of new growth. Which means in the pattern of 
Jesus, you’ve got some death and resurrection waiting for you. I heard someone say this week, “The 
new cannot arise until the old is buried.”  
 
This is the paradox of Jesus, the upside down kingdom of God. Grace flows freely, with abandon, all 
around us and in us and in spite of us, but parts of us have to die, be released, for us to receive the 
grace in a new way.  



 
I literally sat in a chair in the sun in my backyard yesterday and whispered to God, “What needs to die 
in me so that You can do what You want to do through this church?” 
 
The death part is no fun. But it leads to such freedom, wholeness, joy, purpose and a vision of what’s 
coming next.  
 
I love the last couple lines of the text for today: 
 
You have become this people so that you may speak of the wonderful acts of the one who called 
you out of darkness into his amazing light. Once you weren’t a people, but now you are God’s people. 
Once you hadn’t received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
Each of us are navigating our own line. It goes up, down, backwards, forward. But somehow, the 
beauty of the body of Christ, the church, is that we also have a line together. We are becoming a 
people.  

• Is there anything more beautiful than that? Community. We’re not individuals, floating off by 
ourselves. We’re not people with separate lives that pretend to like each other on Sunday 
mornings. We are a people. We eat together, pray together, laugh together, care for each 
other. And when God’s people come together to raise their collective voice for justice in our 
world, that voice is a force to be reckoned with.  

• And why are we a community? To tell the story of the One who calls us out of our 
darkness and into light. Those are stories I want to sit around a campfire and hear.  

• And what enables all of this? God’s grace and mercy.  
 
As we close today, I invite you to hold your drawing in your hands. Really look at it. Here’s my prayer 
for you today. That you can look at this drawing of your life and believe these words to be true. 
Repeat after me... 
 
I love who I was.    I love who I am.    I love who I am becoming. 
 
And I’m becoming part of a people.  Friends, that is some good news. Amen!  


