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Good morning church! My name is Jenny and it’s nice to meet you. 
 
Prayer 
 
Micah is a prophet - what an unpopular job - to warn people of God’s wrath if they don’t change their ways - but 
he’s got a message burning inside of him that he has to share - and he loves his people so it’s worth it  
 
In text for today - God reminds the people what he’s done for them - remember the Exodus - I was with you for 
40 years - provided for you - and now you don’t care? Have you already forgotten? Sounds like a parent talking 
about their teenager. 
 
We read that people, after hearing from Micah, are ready to return to God. They wonder, “What does God want 
from us?” Common offerings in Micah’s time were burnt animal offerings, oils and spices, a first born child - It 
seems God doesn’t want these kinds of sacrifices anymore.  
 
Next we hear God telling them exactly what he wants them to do - it’s not a mystery (I sometimes 

complain to God and say, “just tell me what you want me to do” - I forget that God already has -- I just have a 
very hard time doing it - and I would like easier instructions). The answer comes in verse 8. 
 
What does the Lord require of you and of me? act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God 
 
Message paraphrase: But he's already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in men 
and women. It's quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your 
love, and don't take yourself too seriously—take God seriously. 

 
I love it. Clear. Concise. Simple? It appears simple at first but if you’ve been trying this disciple of Jesus thing 
for more than a week, you know these clear expectations can be difficult! That’s why we’re so thankful God 
gave us the Holy Spirit to enable us to live into these expectations.  

 
God’s made it clear what is expected of us. To do what is fair, be compassionate and walk humbly with God.  
 
Expectations. Sometimes, they’re helpful. Other times, they might inhibit our imagination of what could be.  
 
I like knowing what’s expected of me - starting a new job here - I like that job description - I have the chance to 
live up to those - I don’t enjoy disappointing people 
 
Think about your family, friends or work community - do you know what they expect of you? Are there 
unspoken expectations? Haven’t we all been a part of conflict where someone expected something and the 
other person had no idea? 
 
For example, what about when a new pastor comes to a church - talk about expectations! - Members of the 
faith community may have many spoken and unspoken expectations about what the pastor will do and not do.  

o “Will they preach in a way I understand and enjoy?” 
o “I hope their prayers aren’t long and boring” 
o “What if she’s too young and inexperienced?” 
o “What if they change something that I love?” 

 
I look forward to learning what Marysville United Methodist Church is like and how you operate as a community 
- I know I’ll run into some unspoken expectations you have of me - I hope we’ll give each other grace as we 
figure it out together. 



 
Sometimes expectations are not helpful. 
 
I was ordained in 2012 during Annual Conference in Pasco, Washington - Afterwards, my family and I enjoyed 
a week in Yakima on vacation. You can see it now -- 8 people in a house with “no agenda” for a week - yeah 
right - there were 8 agendas because we all had some expectations of what we’d do, what we’d eat, day trips, 
etc. 
 
So I quietly decided on the first day to really and truly drop all my expectations - I’d get up each morning and 
just be present - for conversations, new adventures, holy moments with my family - and that’s what happened.  
 
When we get rid of our expectations, we’re available - to be used by God, to try something new, to see 
where life and the Holy Spirit take us - it’s often much better than anything we had on our agenda. 
 
Earlier we heard God’s very clear expectations of us - and I look forward to helping us all live into those more 
fully over our time together - today I want to share some things you can expect from me as your pastor. 
 
I will pray for you - love you - help our church with a system to ensure everyone is cared for - I will listen  
 
I will encourage you in your faith - through preaching, worship, small groups, mission opportunities, social 
media - I want us to grow in our relationship with God and each other 
 
I will support our staff - One of my jobs is to help our staff thrive and enjoy their work - I’ve been trained as a 

coach - I will help wherever I can - I look forward to helping resource our church leaders so we can live into our 
calling as a welcoming community of grace in Marysville. 
 
I will challenge you - there are places in each of our lives where we’re not following God’s desire - we’ve got 
something we’re holding onto pretty tightly that we’re not ready to hand over to God (your calendar, a 
distraction, a bad habit, a sinful attitude towards someone, our money, etc) and when Scripture points this out - 
I won’t hide from those challenges. 
 
I will care for my family - there’s something about working in the church that burns people out pretty quickly 
sometimes - it can be hard to say no and the work is never “done” - I’ve seen a number of colleagues give their 
lives to the church and neglect their families - I refuse to do that - so you can expect that I will have boundaries 
- I will honor my Sabbath days - days during my week where my only task is to just “be” - to enjoy God’s love 
for me and creation - I will spend time with my husband, daughter and son because God has gifted them to me 
as my first people to care for. 
 
You can expect me to experiment. A couple years ago, I was getting out of my car in the driveway and two 
kids, looked like brother and sister were riding their bikes down the street. They raced to a fire hydrant and the 
boy proceeded to go a couple feet past that line by the hydrant. His sister yelled indignantly, “Mom said you’re 
not allowed to go past that point.” And I was surprised to hear the boy mutter, “I’m going to spend my life going 
just a little past that line.”  
 
There are many things I love about the way we are the church today (mission, sharing, worship, our connection 
to other United Methodist Churches) but there are people in Marysville who would like to belong to a 
community like this but aren’t sure how or don’t connect to God this way - so you can expect me to experiment 
with new ways of sharing the love of God with our community - I enjoy going just “a little bit past the line” of our 
comfort zone if it means connecting someone with this kind of love. 
 
I will follow Jesus - You can expect that I’m working on this disciple thing too - really hard - there are days I 
don’t want to read scripture, pray or serve anybody - there are days I’m not a patient wife and mother - but I 
want to follow Jesus - because he’s changed my life - and is changing my life - he’s shown me a love that I 

don’t deserve - and when I experience that kind of crazy, unexplainable grace, all I want to do is give it away to 
others.  



 
Friends - Aaron, Isabella, Wesley and I are so excited to be with you on this journey of faith. May God continue 
to work in and through us, and in spite of us at times. May we expect great things from each other and of our 
God. May we also let go of our limiting expectations to see a grander and bigger vision than we could have 
imagined before. Our work together begins! Amen. 
 


